
ANCIENT GREECE
Chapter 8 Lesson 2
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The Trojan War

 It was a long struggle between Greece and the 
city of Troy.

 According to myths, the Greeks conquered 
Troy by tricking them with a huge wooden 
horse.
 It had Greek warriors hiding inside of it.

 It was allowed in the city gates because the people 
of Troy thought it was a gift.

 The soldiers climbed out of it at night and let the rest 
of the army into Troy.

 The Greeks burned and looted Troy before returning 
home.
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Greece’s Dark Ages (1100-750 B.C.)

 Not long after the end of the Trojan War, the 
civilization of Greece collapsed.

 No one knows exactly why but…...  

 Trade outside the borders stopped, art and 
writing stopped, and people only survived on 
what they could produce themselves.

 Revolts took place causing war and disorder in 
many parts of Greece.  

 This however, became a good thing because the 
Greek’s found new places to settle and begin 
again. 3



Rise of the Greek City-States/Polis

 After a period of 400 years, life began to change in 
Greece.  

 People started settling in areas with large hills where 
residents could find shelter and safety in times of war
called an acropolis. 

 These civilizations or city-states were called a polis 
and it usually revolved around one city.  

 Citizens usually met in an area called an agora, 
which is a cleared, flat area where farmers and 
business people met and traded goods.  
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Greek City-States/Polis
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Greek City-States/Polis

 As a small city-state or polis developed, 
each one had a different government.  

 The leaders of each polis had to be a citizen.

 A citizen is a person who has certain rights 
and responsibilities in his or her country or 
community.

 In Greece only men could be citizens.

 Women and slaves were not considered 
for citizenship.  
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Greek City-States/Polis
Athens was governed by this type in 

600 B.C.

Government

Richest Male Citizens

Oligarchy
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Greek City-States Polis

 Remember a city-state is a self-governing area.

 There were several city-states and each one had its’ 
own government, army, and religion. 

 Originally only the richest and most powerful 
families or aristocrats ruled the government.  
They controlled the best land and had money 
for horses, chariots, and the best weapons.  This 
type of rule is called an oligarchy. 

8



Greek City-States/Polis
Athens was governed by this type 
first.

Government

One ruler or 
king

Male
Means-rule 

by one

Monarchy or 
tyrant
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Greek City-State/Polis

 Due to the fact that the merchants were trading 
and becoming richer, they were able to develop 
an army of foot soldiers to overthrow aristocrats 
in government. 

 As a result, the people were wanting more say in 
the government and a new leader took over.  A 
type of monarchy emerged called an oligarchy 
in which a small group or sometimes one 
leader called a tyrant seizes power by force.  

 Tyrants were supported by the middle class and 
were usually good rulers.  (Some were and some 
were not.)   
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A New Government

 Eventually, the people of many city-states 
overthrew tyrants.  

 Some of the cities adopted a form of 
government called a democracy - citizens 
govern themselves.

 In 594B. C.  A leader named Solon won the 
power to reform the laws.  

 His first laws canceled all debts and freed citizens 
who had been enslaved due to debt.  
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Government

 Another law allowed any male over the age 
of 18 to have a say in the debate of any 
laws.  

 What does this remind you of? 

 Unfortunately, women and slaves were not 
considered citizens and did not have a say 
in the democracy.
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Greek City-State Sparta

 In 700 B.C., Sparta covered much of southern 
Peloponnesus and was the largest city-state in 
Greece. 

 A low mountain made up Sparta’s acropolis where 
the leaders made the decisions.  

 Below in the agora, the farmers were conducting 
trade and selling crops.  

 Many of the Spartan farmers were made up of 
slaves that were captured during invasions. 

 It was a city-state that stressed the 
importance of preparing its people for war.
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Greek City-State Sparta

 Most slaves worked 
on Spartan farms.

 Slaves in Sparta 
outnumbered its 
citizens seven to 
one.

 In fact, there were 
so many slaves 
that they caused a 
revolt to try and 
overtake the 
government.  

 The Spartans won, but 
decided then to make 
their army the 
strongest in the world.  

 From then on, the 
people of Sparta 
devoted much of their 
lives to training and 
making their polis 
strong. 
 Mostly in fear of another 

slave rebellion.
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The People of Sparta

 Life in Sparta was 
harsh and cruel for 
the people. 

 The life of every 
Spartan was in the 
hands of the 
government.  

 Only the strongest 
babies would be kept 
in Sparta.  

 At the age of seven, the 
boys would leave their 
homes and sent to 
barracks to begin their 
training as soldiers.  

 They would be given a 
thin mat and one cloak 
and very little food.  

 Boys learned how to 
steal, but if they got 
caught they would be 
severely beaten.  15



Spartan Children

 Boys were expected to 
bear pain, hardship, 
and punishment in 
silence.  

 When he reached age 
20, he became a soldier, 
when he turned 30, he 
could take his place in 
the assembly and if he 
was married he could 
move in with his wife. 

 The girls were also 
expected to train and 
become strong so 
they could bear and 
raise strong children.
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Spartan attitudes

 The Spartans did not mingle with other 
Greeks.  

 The Spartans were known for their great 
military strength and bravery.  

 They were not allowed to travel, nor were 
they interested in the arts or desired wealth.

 Women however, were allowed to run 
farms or estates.  
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Athens

 Living in Athens was 
completely different 
than life in Sparta.  

 Where life was harsh in 
Sparta, life in Athens 
was much easier.  

 Boys worked with their 
fathers in the fields or 
in their shops.  

 Some went to school if 
their parents could 
afford it.  

 The girls had life very 
different.  

 They did not train for 
sports, and many 
helped their mothers 
at home or on the 
farm.   

 They were raised to 
“see little, hear little, 
and ask no more 
questions than are 
absolutely necessary.”
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Shared Culture

 The people of 
Athens did not 
discuss politics 
everyday.

 Athenians and 
Spartans were 
both made to 
participate in the 
military.  

 They also were quite 
religious in their 
worship to their gods 
and goddesses.  

 The Greek believed 
that many gods and 
goddesses lived on 
Mount Olympus and 
governed everything 
on the earth.  
 Including natural or 

historic events
 We will study more 

about Greek mythology 
later. 19


